
Common Core 

Standards 

 

According to the Common Core Standards for 

Language and Vocabulary Use, students will need 

to draw upon a variety of strategies to determine the 

meaning of new or multiple meaning (grade level 

appropriate) words.  These strategies include using 

context clues, root words, and prefixes/suffixes to 

word solve. 

 

As teachers, we need to model how to use these 

strategies as well as create opportunities for 

students to attempt to determine the meaning of 

words on their own.   

 

Some of the strategies listed below are used 

effectively for vocabulary instruction.  

 

Sorting-Students sort words into categories based 

on concepts. 

Frayer Model-This model “helps to develop a 

better understanding of complex concepts by having 

students identify not just what something is, but 

what something is not.”  (Worksheet Works)  

Students go further than simply defining the word to 

deepen their understanding of the concept.  

 
 

LINCS Model- Students connect new learning to 

prior knowledge with the use of the following 

graphic organizer.  Their ideas are expressed both in 

picture and in word form.  (Zahner, 2012) 
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Vocabulary 

Learning/Teaching 

Strategies 

 word walls (ex. 

Math Vocab, 

adjectives, etc.) 

 sorting 

 use context 

clues to 

determine word 

meanings 

 make 

connections to 

already known 

words (ex. 

LINCS 

vocabulary 

learning 

strategy, Frayer 

Model) 

 

 

 

 

“As teachers, 

we know that 

ALL of our 

students, 

regardless of 

background, 

home 

language or 

socieconomic 

status are 

Academic 

Language 

Learners 

(Zahner, 

2012).” 

 

 

Purpose 

 
Tier 3- specialized words relating  
to a certain area of science 
 
Vocabulary can be a difficult area 
for struggling readers because 
they may not have a large number 
of sight words to draw from and 
comprehension is therefore 
impeded.  They will benefit from 
instruction that will expand their 
bank of tier 1 words. 
(“Tune  in to Interesting Words” 
from the CAFÉ is a good system 
that can be put in to place to help 
students identify, learn the 
meaning of, and then 
subsequently use interesting 
words in their speaking and 
writing.) 

 

Vocabulary instruction is not just for those who 
struggle in school.  Explicit vocabulary instruction is 
essential to help all students succeed in school.  
Regardless of demographics, all students are 
considered to be “academic language learners” 
and rely on us as teachers to help them build their 
vocabularies to help them understand the content 
we are teaching (ex. math and science concepts) 
(Zahner, 2012).   

Vocabulary instruction is time well spent.  Students 
who struggle in reading will experience a greater 
amount of success if time is taken to do a 
supportive picture walk or initial discussion to 
“plant” needed vocabulary concepts. 

Not all Words are Created 
Equal 

Before beginning a guided reading lesson, we must 
think about what words will be challenging for 
students in the story.  There are 3 tiers of words to 
consider as we plan (Fountas & Pinnell, 2009) 
 
Tier 1- basic words that students learn without 
instruction (ex. book, girl, sad, run, dog, orange) 
 
Tier 2- “words that appear in the vocabularies of 
mature language users and are…not connected to 
a particular discipline or domain of knowledge 
(Fountas & Pinnell, 2009).” Tier 2 words include 
high frequency words and multiple meaning words 
and affect reading comprehension (ex. 
masterpiece, fortunate, industrious) (Hutton). 
 

above: an example of a math vocab 

wall that lists the mathematical term 

and pairs it with a picture to help 

illustrate the concept for students. 

  

As readers 

advance, it is 

important to 

directly teach 

the meaning 

of Greek and 

Latin root 

words as well 

as prefixes 

and suffixes.  

Unsure of 

where to 

begin?  The 

Fountas and 

Pinnell 

“Continuum 

of Literacy 

Learning” 

specifies 

what to focus 

on at each 

guided 

reading level.  

See the 

“Word 

Work” 

section for 

direction. 


