
 

Electronic 
Portfolios 

Demystified 

An introduction… 

 

 

Suggested 

Apps 

 Evernote  

 

 Paper (like a notebook) 

 

 Three Ring 

 

 Coolibah (digital scrapbook) 

 

 VoiceThread 

 

 PDF Notes (annotates PDFs 

that you create and hard copies of 

student work can be uploaded) 

(Kharbach, 2012) 
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What are electronic 
portfolios? 

An electronic/digital portfolio is an electronic collection of 

evidence assembled and managed by the user 

(Wikipedia). 

The Basics 

There are 3 types: 

 works in progress 

 best works 

 assessment 

 

Electronic portfolios are appropriate for any age level 

(kindergarten through professional) and are useful in 

any academic subject to showcase work. 

 

They can contain: 

 text, pictures, video, and audio clips 

 

Any type of technology can be used as a format for 

students to create their own portfolios.  What is key is 

that students have ownership in their project and have 

the opportunity to exercise their creativity.  Already, 

many scholarship organizations and colleges are asking 

students to create a digital portfolio as part of the 

application process. 

 

 

Things to keep in mind... 

 The curriculum determines what an 

electronic portfolio contains. 

 Quality is more important than the quantity 

of items. 

 Enough evidence needs to be collected to 

show proficiency (The authors of “The Daily 

5” recommend gathering 3 or 4 proficient 

scores before a student is considered to 

have mastered a skill). 

 Reflection is essential for students.  

How will you build reflection into the 

process?  This helps students 

determine how close they are to 

mastering a goal and can help them 

develop a work plan. 

 Some possible types of reflection 

include: 

essay, oral, video, audio, blog post, 

questions to answer 

 Portfolios are excellent assessment 

tools because they show what students 

are capable of doing.  How and when 

will you assess the portfolios your 

students create? 

 What tech tools will you use? 

 How will students be held accountable 

for adding quality work to their portfolio 

and for finishing tasks? 

 Will students present their portfolios? 

 How will you give feedback to students? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Keynote/Power Point 
 

 blog (www.kidblog.org) 
 

 Prezi 
 

 

 

Suggested Tech 
Tools 

 

“An education isn’t how much you have 

committed to memory, or even how much you 

know.  It’s being able to differentiate between 

what you know and what you don’t.” Anatole 

France 

 

“The principal goal of 

education is to create 

men and women who 

are capable of doing 

new things, not simply 

repeating what other 

generations have done.” 

Jean Piaget 

 


